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In the six centuries before the Norman Conquest, the Anglo-Saxons set their mark on England: the origins of
much that is distinctive in modern English culture may be found in the period, most notably the English
language itself. This outstanding book is an introduction to Old English language and literature set within the
context of Anglo-Saxon history and society -so arranged that the one constantly illuminates the other.

Parts I, II, and V aim to provide the reader with an understanding of, and in particular the ability to read, Old
English. Drawing on over four decades of teaching experience, the author proceeds in clear, manageable
steps. He stresses the 'Englishness' of Old English, guides the reader through possible difficulties, and
illustrates each point with examples.

Part III presents a wide-ranging account of Anglo-Saxon England. A description of the literature is followed
by a brief history of the period, made vivid through a series of extracts from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. The
author draws on the latest archaeological and historical research to describe arts, crafts, and occupations,
from weapons, coins, textiles, and jewellery to ship-building, architecture, and sculpture.

In his account of town and country life, of warriors, farmers, and entertainers, Bruce Mitchell shows the
impact of Christianity on a heroic society, in which both men and women played important roles. This
impact created a tension that is frequently apparent in a representative selection of fifty-one prose and verse
texts provided in Part IV. Each of the texts is introduced and placed in context, and footnote annotations
explain points of difficulty.

The book is illustrated with maps, line drawings, and photographs. It has a guide to further reading and full
indexes, and concludes with a glossary tailored to meet the needs of those encountering Old English for the
first time. The author's aim is to allow the reader both to understand Anglo-Saxon society and to experience
the richness of its literature and culture. He will be found to have succeeded.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-
Saxon England book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sergio Espinoza:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England, you may tells your family, friends and soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Deborah Rost:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the e-book untitled An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England can be very good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Gigi Brown:

An Invitation to Old English and Anglo-Saxon England can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing An Invitation to Old English and
Anglo-Saxon England however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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