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A fascinating look into the history of the American sideshow and its performers. Learn what's real, what's
fake, and what's just downright bizarre.

You've probably heard of Tom Thumb. The Elephant Man. Chang and Eng, the original Siamese twins. But
what about Eli Bowen, the legless acrobat? Myrtle Corbin, the four-legged woman? Or Prince Randian, the
human torso? All these and more were stars during the heyday of the American sideshow, from 1840 to
1950. American Sideshow chronicles the lives of truly amazing performers, examining these brave and
extraordinary curiosities, not just as sideshow attractions, but as people, delving into the lives they led and
how they were able to triumph over their abnormalities.

American Sideshow discusses the rise and fall of the original sideshows and their subsequent replacement by
today's self-made freaks. With the progress of modern medicine, the physical abnormalities are disappearing,
either through treatment or prevention; and, ironically, those same technological advancements now make it
possible to change our bodies at will. It's amazing how easy it is to have your tongue forked, horns surgically
implanted, or your earlobes removed. There are also modern-day giants, fire-eaters, fire-breathers, sword-
swallowers, glass-eaters, human blockheads, and, oh, so much more.

These fascinating personalities are celebrated through intimate biographies paired with stunning
photographs. Approximately 200 performers from the past 160 years are featured, giving readers a
comprehensive and sometimes astonishing view of the history of the American sideshow.
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From reader reviews:

Lilian Anderson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this American Sideshow: An Encyclopedia of History's Most Wondrous
and Curiously Strange Performers.

Detra Satterwhite:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The American Sideshow: An Encyclopedia of
History's Most Wondrous and Curiously Strange Performers is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Francine Nott:

The publication untitled American Sideshow: An Encyclopedia of History's Most Wondrous and Curiously
Strange Performers is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of American Sideshow: An
Encyclopedia of History's Most Wondrous and Curiously Strange Performers from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Johnny Cahill:

Beside this American Sideshow: An Encyclopedia of History's Most Wondrous and Curiously Strange
Performers in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have American Sideshow: An
Encyclopedia of History's Most Wondrous and Curiously Strange Performers because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this



book along with read it from now!
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