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Stories centering on the lovelorn ghost (Mae Nak) and the magical monk (Somdet To) are central to Thai
Buddhism. Historically important and emotionally resonant, these characters appeal to every class of
follower. Metaphorically and rhetorically powerful, they invite constant reimagining across time.

Focusing on representations of the ghost and monk from the late eighteenth century to the present, Justin
Thomas McDaniel builds a case for interpreting modern Thai Buddhist practice through the movements of
these transformative figures. He follows embodiments of the ghost and monk in a variety of genres and
media, including biography, film, television, drama, ritual, art, liturgy, and the Internet. Sourcing nuns,
monks, laypeople, and royalty, he shows how relations with these figures have been instrumental in crafting
histories and modernities. McDaniel is especially interested in local conceptions of being "Buddhist" and the
formation and transmission of such identities across different venues and technologies.

Establishing an individual's "religious repertoire" as a valid category of study, McDaniel explores the
performance of Buddhist thought and ritual through practices of magic, prognostication, image production,
sacred protection, and deity and ghost worship, and clarifies the meaning of multiple cultural configurations.
Listening to popular Thai Buddhist ghost stories, visiting crowded shrines and temples, he finds concepts of
attachment, love, wealth, beauty, entertainment, graciousness, security, and nationalism all spring from
engagement with the ghost and the monk and are as vital to the making of Thai Buddhism as venerating the
Buddha himself.
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in
Modern Thailand.

Catherine Scott:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk:
Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand has been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Lovelorn Ghost and the
Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand is not only giving you far more new information
but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk:
Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Aaron Blue:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a book. The book The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism
in Modern Thailand it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

Linda Sandoval:

Beside this kind of The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing Buddhism in Modern Thailand in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Lovelorn Ghost and the Magical Monk: Practicing



Buddhism in Modern Thailand because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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