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Like sex, Eileen Gillooly argues, humor has long been viewed as a repressed feature of nineteenth-century
femininity. However, in the works of writers such as Jane Austen, George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell, Anthony
Trollope, and Henry James, Gillooly finds an understated, wryly amusing perspective that differs subtly but
significantly in rhetoric, affect, and politics from traditional forms of comic expression.

Gillooly shows how such humor became, for mostly female writers at the time, an unobtrusive and prudent
means of expressing discontent with a culture that was ideologically committed to restricting female agency
and identity. If the aggression and emotional distance of irony and satire mark them as "masculine," then for
Gillooly, the passivity, indirection, and sympathy of the humor she discusses render it "feminine." She goes
on to disclose how the humorous tactics employed by writers from Burney to Wharton persist in the work of
Barbara Pym, Anita Brookner, and Penelope Fitzgerald.

The book won the Barbara Perkins and George Perkins Award given by the Society for the Study of
Narrative Literature.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Tyrrell:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and
Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a
new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Yolanda Ocasio:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and
Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society), you are able to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lisa Knight:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in
Culture and Society) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

John Hickman:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Smile of Discontent: Humor, Gender,
and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society) to make your reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It
is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the book Smile of
Discontent: Humor, Gender, and Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Women in Culture and Society) can to



be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of these time.
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