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The myth of America--the gap between American ideals and the actualities of American life--is a central and
controlling metaphor in the works of Robert Penn Warren. Ranging across Warren's distinguished sixty-five
year career, Robert Penn Warren and the American Imagination identifies the concerns that stem from
Warren's vision of American history as a struggle to restore the lost ideals of the founding fathers and shows
how they resonate through his writings.

From his 1928 biography of the abolitionist John Brown to the late poems of Altitudes and Extensions,
Warren returned again and again to themes related to democracy, regionalism, personal liberties, individual
responsibilities, minority relations, and above all the loss of ideals. Ruppersburg initially focuses on
Warren's expression of these themes in three major narrative poems: Brother to the Dragons portrays slavery
in all its horror and its consequences for Jeffersonian idealism; Audubon: A Vision extols the power of
imagination in one man's quest to assert an American identity in the wilderness; and Chief Joseph of the Nez
Perce regards the victimization of Native Americans and their exclusion from traditional versions of
American history as evidence of flaws in the founding vision.

In his nonfiction works Segregation and Who Speaks for the Negro? Warren depicted the civil rights
movement as a struggle for identity and individualism.

Ruppersburg traces the development of Warren's attitudes, arguing that his support of the civil rights
movement paradoxically stemmed from agrarianism, which by the 1950s meant something very different to
him from the agrarianism of I'll Take My Stand. In addition, Warren hoped that the civil rights movement
would restore some of the nation's original revolutionary ardor and idealism.

The book closes with an examination of Warren's views on the future of democracy and the individual in a
world dominated--and threatened--by science and technology. Looking particularly at The Legacy of the
Civil War, Democracy and Poetry, and the poem "New Dawn," Ruppersburg concludes that Warren was
skeptical about our prospects for survival. Still, through his advocacy of the arts and the primacy of the
individual, Warren affirmed the values that he believed would help Western culture to endure.

Robert Penn Warren sought to explore the meaning of the American experience, to validate the promise and
the dangers of American ideals, and to urge the nation to take stock of itself and struggle for control of its
fate in history. Through this obsessive search for America's identity, Ruppersburg demonstrates, Warren
affirmed his own position as one of the most accomplished and significant of modern American writers.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Robert Penn Warren and the American Imagination.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the
book Robert Penn Warren and the American Imagination. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Luba Jacobs:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Robert Penn Warren and the American Imagination is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Freddy Lamberth:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Robert Penn Warren and the American Imagination.

Marina Tucker:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Robert
Penn Warren and the American Imagination the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get ahead of. The Robert Penn Warren and the American Imagination giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out



spare time activity?
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