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What is marriage? Can a relationship dedicated to equality, friendship, and mutual education flower in an
atmosphere of romance? What are the paths between loving another and knowing another? Stanley Cavell
identified a genre of classic American films that engaged these questions in his study of comedies of
remarriage, Pursuits of Happiness. With Contesting Tears, Cavell demonstrates that a contrasting genre,
which he calls "the melodrama of the unknown woman," shares a surprising number and weave of concerns
with those comedies.

Cavell provides close readings of four melodramas he finds definitive of the genre: Letter from an Unknown
Woman, Gaslight, Now Voyager, and Stella Dallas. The women in these melodramas, like the women in the
comedies, demand equality, shared education, and transfiguration, exemplifying for Cavell a moral
perfectionism he identifies as Emersonian. But unlike the comedies, which portray a quest for a shared
existence of expressiveness and joy, the melodramas trace instead the woman's recognition that in this quest
she is isolated. Part of the melodrama concerns the various ways the men in the films (and the audiences of
the films) interpret and desire to force the woman's consequent inaccessibility.

"Film is an interest of mine," Stanley Cavell has written, "or say a love, not separate from my interest in, or
love of, philosophy." In Contesting Tears Cavell once again brilliantly unites his two loves, using detailed
and perceptive musings on melodrama to reflect on philosophical problems of skepticism, psychoanalysis,
and perfectionism. As he shows, the fascination and intelligence of such great stars as
Ingrid Bergman, Bette Davis, and Barbara Stanwyck illuminate, as they are illuminated by, the topics and
events of these beloved and enduring films.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

The book untitled Contesting Tears: The Hollywood Melodrama of the Unknown Woman contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Arthur Johnson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Contesting Tears: The Hollywood Melodrama of the Unknown Woman this
e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book ideal all of you.

Helen Jackson:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Contesting Tears: The Hollywood
Melodrama of the Unknown Woman can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Ronald Malone:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Contesting Tears: The Hollywood Melodrama of the Unknown Woman we can have more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Contesting Tears: The
Hollywood Melodrama of the Unknown Woman. You can more inviting than now.
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