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The study of animal cognition raises profound questions about the minds of animals and philosophy of mind
itself. Aristotle argued that humans are the only animal to laugh, but in recent experiments rats have also
been shown to laugh. In other experiments, dogs have been shown to respond appropriately to over two
hundred words in human language.

In this introduction to the philosophy of animal minds Kristin Andrews introduces and assesses the essential
topics, problems and debates as they cut across animal cognition and philosophy of mind. She addresses the
following key topics:

what is cognition, and what is it to have a mind? What questions should we ask to determine whether●

behaviour has a cognitive basis?
the science of animal minds explained: ethology, behaviourist psychology, and cognitive ethology●

rationality in animals●

animal consciousness: what does research into pain and the emotions reveal? What can empirical evidence●

about animal behaviour tell us about philosophical theories of consciousness?
does animal cognition involve belief and concepts; do animals have a ‘Language of Thought’?●

animal communication●

other minds: do animals attribute ‘mindedness’ to other creatures?●

moral reasoning and ethical behaviour in animals●

animal cognition and memory.●

Extensive use of empirical examples and case studies is made throughout the book. These include Cheney
and Seyfarth’s ververt monkey research, Thorndike’s cat puzzle boxes, Jensen’s research into humans and
chimpanzees and the ultimatum game, Pankseep and Burgdorf’s research on rat laughter, and Clayton and
Emery’s research on memory in scrub-jays.

Additional features such as chapter summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary make this an
indispensable introduction to those teaching philosophy of mind, animal cognition. It will also be an
excellent resource for those in fields such as ethology, biology and psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Christian Rice:

Here thing why this specific The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of
Animal Cognition giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition.
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition in e-book can be your
alternate.

Donna Hufnagel:

The experience that you get from The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition
may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Animal Mind: An Introduction to
the Philosophy of Animal Cognition giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition
instantly.

Bonnie Camacho:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Christopher Suttle:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information



simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for your requirements is The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal
Cognition this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that
is why this book appropriate all of you.
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