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This study, by a sociologist, provides the most rigorous and comprehensive review to appear so far of R. D.
Laing's work and theoretical development. Martin Howarth-Williams considers that Laing's insights into
such controversial issues as the divided self and the politics of the family are of an importance that
transcends their basis in clinical psychiatry and that they have a special significance for sociology. Using the
Progressive/Regressive Method of Jean-Paul Sartre, the author illuminates the internal coherence of Laing's
aims through the various stages of his work and shows how his ideas are shaped by consistent philosophic
presuppositions and influences underlying his work.

To give as complete an account as possible of Laing's interests and to relate them to the broad stream of his
thought, the author explores Laing's involvement in other non-psychiatric realms – especially politics,
religion and eastern mysticism. Material has been secured from a wide variety of recent sources which
include interviews, films, TV appearances and the author's own personal recollections of informal talks given
by Laing.

In the final section of the book Martin Howarth-Williams isolates the concept of 'Intelligibility', which he
demonstrates to be the unifying theme central to Laing's theory and shows how this can be used as the basis
for a critique of recent developments in sociological theory as well as a starting point towards a genuinely
dialectical sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Williams:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book R.D. Laing: His Work and its Relevance for Sociology (RLE Social
Theory) (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Terry Crabtree:

The reason why? Because this R.D. Laing: His Work and its Relevance for Sociology (RLE Social Theory)
(Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Veronica Lopez:

The book untitled R.D. Laing: His Work and its Relevance for Sociology (RLE Social Theory) (Routledge
Library Editions: Social Theory) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Micheal Goggin:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This R.D. Laing: His Work and its Relevance for Sociology
(RLE Social Theory) (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not



a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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