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Midnight Cowboy is considered by many to be one of the best American novels published since World War
II. The main story centers around Joe Buck, a naive but eager and ambitious young Texan, who decides to
leave his dead-end job in search of a grand and glamorous life he believes he will find in New York City.
But the city turns out to be a much more difficult place to negotiate than Joe could ever have imagined. He
soon finds himself and his dreams compromised. Buck's fall from innocence and his relationship with the
crippled street hustler Ratso Rizzo form the novel's emotional nucleus. This unlikely pairing of Ratso and
Joe Buck is perhaps one of the most complex portraits of friendship in contemporary literature.

The focus on male friendship follows a strong path cut by Twain's Huck and Jim, Melville's Ishmael and
Queequeg, Fitzgerald's Nick Carraway and Jay Gatsby, and Kerouac's Sal Paradise and Dean Moriarity.
Midnight Cowboy takes a well-deserved place among a group of distinguished American novels that write--
often with unnerving candor--about those who live on the fringe of society.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

James Leo Herlihy was born in 1927 in Detroit, Michigan to a working class family. After serving in World
War II, Herlihy studied art, literature, and music at Black Mountain College in North Carolina, whose faculty
had boasted such luminaries as William De Kooning and John Cage. After a professor told Herlihy that he
had no future as a writer, the disillusioned Herlihy turned his attention to theater, where he met with
considerable success and found acting roles in more than fifty plays over the span of several years.

But Herlihy continued writing fiction despite the discouragement he had received and in 1960 he published
All Fall Down, a largely critically acclaimed work which was later adapted for film. In 1965 he published
Midnight Cowboy, which cemented his reputation as a serious writer.

After the success of Midnight Cowboy, Herlihy retreated from the public eye and turned his attention to
teaching. He took creative writing posts at the City College of New York, the University of Arkansas, and
the University of Southern California. Herlihy died in Los Angeles in 1993 from an overdose of sleeping
medication.

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

From classic book to classic film, RosettaBooks has gathered some of most memorable books into film
available. The selection is broad ranging and far reaching, with books from classic genre to cult classic to
science fiction and horror and a blend of the two creating whole new genres like Richard Matheson's The
Shrinking Man. Classic works from Vonnegut, one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, meet with
E.M. Forster's A Passage to India. Whether the work is centered in the here and now, in the past, or in some
distant and almost unimaginable future, each work is lasting and memorable and award-winning.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Midnight Cowboy
(RosettaBooks Into Film) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Robert Pinkerton:

Typically the book Midnight Cowboy (RosettaBooks Into Film) will bring you to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suited to you. The book Midnight Cowboy (RosettaBooks Into Film) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

John Rivera:

The guide untitled Midnight Cowboy (RosettaBooks Into Film) is the reserve that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Midnight Cowboy (RosettaBooks Into Film) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Stanley Rivas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be go through. Midnight Cowboy (RosettaBooks Into Film) can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.
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