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Winner of the 2012 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Nonfiction

A revelatory look at why we dehumanize each other, with stunning examples from world history as well as
today's headlines

"Brute." "Cockroach." "Lice." "Vermin." People often regard members of their own kind as less
than human, and use terms like these for those whom they wish to harm, enslave, or exterminate.
Dehumanization has made atrocities like the Holocaust, the genocide in Rwanda, and the slave trade
possible. But it isn't just a relic of the past. We still find it in war, genocide, xenophobia, and racism.
Smith shows that it is a dangerous mistake to think of dehumanization as the exclusive preserve of
Nazis, communists, terrorists, Jews, Palestinians, or any other monster of the moment. We are all
potential dehumanizers, just as we are all potential objects of dehumanization. The problem of
dehumanization is everyone's problem.

Less Than Human is the first book to illuminate precisely how and why we sometimes think of others as
subhuman creatures. It draws on a rich mix of history, evolutionary psychology, biology, anthropology, and
philosophy to document the pervasiveness of dehumanization, describe its forms, and explain why we so
often resort to it. Less Than Human is a powerful and highly original study of the roots of human violence
and bigotry, and it as timely as it is relevant.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

The ability that you get from Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave, and Exterminate Others may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave,
and Exterminate Others giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave, and Exterminate Others instantly.

Michael Joslyn:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave, and Exterminate Others can be your answer given it
can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Courtney Osteen:

This Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave, and Exterminate Others is brand-new way for you who
has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Less Than Human:
Why We Demean, Enslave, and Exterminate Others can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Mary Barnett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave,
and Exterminate Others or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Less Than Human: Why We Demean, Enslave, and Exterminate Others to make your spare



time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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