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“Ironically, as much as we yearn for deep friendships and meaningful communities, many of us seem to be
unable to find our way into them. Even if we know we’re made for community, finding one and staying there
seems almost impossible. Though we hate to admit it, if we stay long enough in any relationship or set of
friendships, we will experience failure, doubt, burnout, loneliness, transitions, a loss of self, betrayal,
frustration, a sense of entitlement, grief, and weariness. Yet it’s these painful community experiences, these
tensions we struggle to navigate, that hold surprising gifts.” —FROM THE PREFACE

IN A STRIKINGLY confessional tone and vividly illustrated through story, Unexpected Gifts names eleven
inevitable challenges that all friendships, relationships, and communities experience if they stay together
long enough. Rather than allowing these challenges to become excuses to leave, Chris Heuertz suggests that
things like betrayal, transitions, failure, loss of identity, entitlement, and doubt may actually be invitations to
stay. And if we stay, these challenges can become unexpected gifts.

***

Betrayal, failure, loss of identity, doubt. If your relationships have suffered from any of these pitfalls, this
book will show you that staying together can create something more—even something beautiful.

IN THIS HEARTFELT and thoughtful book, Christopher Heuertz writes of the dangers of isolation, the
challenges we face when we join together, and the struggles and joys that emerge from genuine community
bonding.

Whether readers are forming a new community, searching for deeper community, or participating in a
longtime community, they will find inspiration, caution, guidance, and encouragement as they discover the
beauty of pressing in to the ambiguities of growing relationships in this tender and honest testimony about
how we are woven together by grace.
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From reader reviews:

Wilda Alexander:

This Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community without we realize teach the
one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Unexpected Gifts:
Discovering the Way of Community can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Maurice Lamothe:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
involving Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
such as it. So , do you still thinking Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Alice Rodriguez:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Unexpected Gifts: Discovering
the Way of Community can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Joan Morris:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the Way of Community can
give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Unexpected Gifts: Discovering the
Way of Community.
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