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The unmarried "care for the things of the Lord," said St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians, while
married men and women "care for the things of the world." The doctrine that virginity for both men and
women is superior to marriage remained strong in Augustine, who believed that consecrated virgins were "a
greater blessing" than the married. Even the current edition of the New Catholic Encyclopedia privileges the
state of virginity because "it has as its object a superior good."

In Pure Resistance Theodora A. Jankowski surveys the history of virginity in Christian thought from ancient
times though the Renaissance, contrasting the Catholic tradition on this issue with Protestant doctrine as it
developed in early modern England. With the Reformation, theologians argued that marriage was the ideal,
even that vowed virginity was unnatural. If the multiple sexual, erotic, economic, and communal
arrangements of Catholic Europe offered possibilities for destabilizing the categories male/female,
married/virgin, chaste/unchaste, she contends, Protestant thought rigidified these binary oppositions.

Exploring resistance to the patriarchal sexual economy, Jankowski considers representations of female
virgins in English stage plays from 1590 to about 1670. In these dramatic texts she finds characters who
range from collaborators with patriarchy to women who utterly repudiate marriage, opting instead for a life
completely outside the heterosexual gender paradigm-and who thus, like Isabella in Measure for Measure or
Moll Cutpurse in Dekker and Middleton's The Roaring Girl, become "queer virgins."
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Pure Resistance: Queer
Virginity in Early Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies) is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Debra Riggs:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in
Early Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Burton Zinn:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in Early Modern English
Drama (New Cultural Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in Early Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies) has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Ashley Robinette:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in Early
Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity
in Early Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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