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The vast majority of Americans have, at one point or another gotten drunk, smoked, dabbled with drugs,
gambled, sworn or engaged in adultery. During the 1800s, respectable people struggled to control these
behaviors, labeling them bad and the people who indulged in them unrespectable. In the twentieth century,
however, these minor vices were transformed into a societal complex of enormous and pervasive influence.
Yet the general belief persists that these activities remain merely harmless bad habits, individual
transgressions more than social problems. Not so, argues distinguished historian John C. Burnham, in this
pioneering study.In Bad Habits, Burnham traces the growth of a veritable minor vice-industrial complex. As
it grew, activities that might have been harmless, natural, and sociable fun resulted in fundamental social
change. When Burnham set out to explore the influence of these bad habits on American society, he sought
to discover why so many good people engaged in activities that many, including they themselves, considered
bad. What he found, however, was a coalition of economic and social interests in which the single-minded
quest for profit allied with the values of the Victorian saloon underworld and bohemian rebelliousness. This
combination radically inverted common American standards of personal conduct.Bad Habits, then, describes,
in words and pictures, how more and more Americans learned to value hedonism and self-gratification—to
smoke and swear during World War I, to admire cabaret night life, and to reject schoolmarmish standards in
the age of Prohibition. Tracing the evolution of each of the bad habits, Burnham tells how liquor control
boards encouraged the consumption of alcohol; how alcoholic beverage producers got their workers deferred
from the draft during World War II; how convenience stores and accounting firms pursued profits by
pushing legalized gambling; how swinging Playboy bankrolled a drug advocacy group; how advertising and
television made the Marlboro Man a national hero; how drug paraphernalia was promoted by national
advertisers; how a practical joker/drug addict caused a shortage of kitty litter on Long Island; and how the
evolution of an entire sex therapy industry helped turn sexual experience into a new kind of commodity.
Altogether, a lot of people made a lot of money. But what, the author asks, did these changes cost American
society?This illustrated tour de force by one of the most distinctive and important voices in social history
reveals John C. Burnham at his provocative and controversial best.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

This Bad Habits: Drinking, Smoking, Taking Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior and Swearing in
American History (The American Social Experience) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Bad Habits: Drinking, Smoking, Taking Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior
and Swearing in American History (The American Social Experience) without we comprehend teach the one
who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Bad Habits:
Drinking, Smoking, Taking Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior and Swearing in American History (The
American Social Experience) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Bad Habits: Drinking,
Smoking, Taking Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior and Swearing in American History (The American
Social Experience) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rolanda Parker:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Bad Habits: Drinking,
Smoking, Taking Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior and Swearing in American History (The American
Social Experience) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Kristen Mazur:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Bad Habits: Drinking, Smoking, Taking
Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior and Swearing in American History (The American Social
Experience) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Torres:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Bad Habits: Drinking, Smoking, Taking
Drugs, Gambling, Sexual Misbehavior and Swearing in American History (The American Social



Experience) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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