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Readers seeking a historical and cross-cultural treatment of marriage and the family will not be disappointed
by this book. A readable and comprehensive account of marriage, rich in colorful social history, Quale's
work excels in the comparison of lines of development among the foremost cultures of the world.
Particularly impressive in this regard is her treatment of the Eastern civilizations and how these differed from
what demographic historians have come to call the `West European pattern' of marriage….Although written
as a history, this book should be of interest to students of the family in the social sciences. While it is not a
path-breaking work in the sense of providing significant novel conceptual or theoretical insights, it skillfully
incorporates theoretical and empirical contributions from a multitude of disciplines. It devotes considerable
attention to contemporary trends and consistently relates the institution of the family to the overall
socioeconomic, political, and demographic contingencies within society….Quale has written an important
book that contains a wealth of useful informaton and deserves serious consideration for use in graduate and
undergraduate instruction.

Journal of Marriage and the Family

This is the first general worldwide history of marriage systems. Though it is comprehensive, it also uses
contemporary American trends to illustrate broader tendencies in significant and sometimes dramatic ways.
After going back to the earliest generations of human life to seek the roots of why and how human beings
came to marry, it explores the various points in family life at which marriages are made, dissolved, and
remade. It treats marriage systems as a basis for understanding how not only families, but whole societies
operate. The functioning of a marriage system is perceived to be fully related to the overall economic and
political situation within which families and individuals must make their way. The overall situation is looked
at in a historical context, reflecting a condition of constant change. Quale traces the gradual modifications in
patterns through the rise of agriculture and herding into commercial-urban societies and on to contemporary
industrial-commercial life, comparing lines of development in the major regions of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Fernandez:

Why? Because this A History of Marriage Systems (Contributions in Legal Studies) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Charity Reulet:

This A History of Marriage Systems (Contributions in Legal Studies) is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having A History of Marriage Systems (Contributions in Legal Studies) in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten
or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt in which?

Pauline Mueller:

You may get this A History of Marriage Systems (Contributions in Legal Studies) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Anne Simons:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book A History of Marriage Systems
(Contributions in Legal Studies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like



to start a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book A History of Marriage Systems (Contributions in Legal
Studies) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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