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 The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats (Publishers Weekly 10/26/09)

Hesh Kestin. Dzanc (Consortium, dist.), $16.95 paper (334p) ISBN 9780976717782

"From the author of the short fiction collection Based on a True Story comes a vibrant, hilarious addition to
the genre of mob tragicomedy. Twenty-year-old Russell Newhouse, a quick-witted scholar and skirt-chaser,
has New York’s organized crime scene thrust upon him by a man called Shushan “Shoeshine” Cats, who
interrupts a meeting of a Brooklyn Jewish men’s society where Russell is serving as secretary. Shushan is in
need of a favor and promptly takes Russell under his wing. What ensues is a classic boy-meets-mob story:
part noir, part comedy, part epic. Kestin’s richly layered characters—a monstrously obese German organized
crime attorney named Frit von Zeppelin, a Jewish Texan who speaks in malapropisms, a dentist who
anglicizes or Yiddishizes his name depending on his mood—are straight out of Dickens; his vivid attention
to the details of place, New York, and time, 1963, is like poetic journalism; and his snappy, concise prose
and dialogue is on par with Raymond Chandler. Kestin zips through Russell’s sexual trysts, dealings in back
rooms of Little Italy restaurants, and encounters with historical events like the JFK assassination with
unflagging humor and insight." (Nov.)

 

Hesh Kestin’s Based on a True Story was a Kansas City Star Top Ten Book of 2008.

Jewish gangsters in 1960s New York City. A fast-paced, funny look at a time when America still seemed
young and moving forward. A smart young man is mentored by the gangster of his time.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Cicero:

This book untitled The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Chad Smith:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Annis Blank:

Beside this particular The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Iron
Will of Shoeshine Cats because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Jared Carter:

This The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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