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Introduction 1.1 Topic statement Michael Herr's Dispatches and Tim O'Brien's The Things they carried (I
will use the abbreviation Things) are two well-known examples of Vietnam War Literature. Things
approaches the Vietnam War as "a work of fiction". The author states in the beginning of his book: "Except
for a few details regarding the author's own life, all the incidents, names and characters are imaginary".
Critics refer Things to Postmodernism. Dispatches, however, is not fiction: Michael Herr covered the war for
2 years (1967-69) for the Esquire magazine and in 1978, the year of the publication, Dispatches was
nominated for the National Book Award for nonfiction (Bonn 28). The critics label Dispatches as New
Journalism: "Michael Herr's Dispatches is the work of a war correspondent, but it is not journalism in the
ordinary sense of the word, i.e. an objective, detached reporting of the "facts". Instead it is a work of the so-
called New Journalism, a hybrid form that, in typical postmodern fashion, blurs traditional genre distinctions.
(...) The New Journalism abandons all pretense of impersonal objectivity instead an intense, substituting
subjectivity that (...) also employs such devices of fiction as characterization, flashbacks and interior
monologue" (Carpenter 36/37). This term paper deals with the depiction of the Vietnam War in Dispatches
and Things, with a special focus on the depiction of violence and the everyday life of the soldiers. Because of
the fact that the books are different in style and narrative transmission, I will put briefly some emphasis on
those aspects in the beginning. 1.2 Thesis statement Both writers depict the war without moral purposes,
showing as well the negative features of the war (death, terror, fear, brutalization, deadening,
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Depiction of Violence and the
Soldier's Everyday Life in Michael Herr's Dispatches and Tim O'Brien's the Things They Carried (German
Edition) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Francis Garcia:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the publication untitled The Depiction of Violence and the Soldier's Everyday Life in
Michael Herr's Dispatches and Tim O'Brien's the Things They Carried (German Edition) can be great book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Carmela Williams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is The Depiction of Violence and the Soldier's Everyday Life in Michael Herr's Dispatches and
Tim O'Brien's the Things They Carried (German Edition) this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Sandra Black:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
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