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The Constraint of Race offers a challenging new approach to understanding the evolution of American social
policy and the racial politics shaping it. Rather than focusing on the disadvantages suffered by blacks in the
American welfare state, Linda Faye Williams looks at the other side of the coin: the advantages enjoyed by
whites. Her hope is that rendering the benefits of “white skin privilege” more visible will help undermine
their acceptance as “normal” and motivate renewed efforts toward achieving a more just and equitable
society. Williams begins her analysis by comparing two programs of federal provision in the mid-nineteenth
century—the Freedmen’s Bureau and the Civil War Veterans’ Pension system. Already at this early stage of
its development, she shows, the emerging welfare state effectively denied blacks the protections it provided
white Americans and simultaneously stigmatized blacks as welfare “dependents.” The linkages among race,
moral worthiness, and social policy established then have persisted to the present. Her reexamination of key
episodes in the later evolution of the American welfare state from the New Deal through the Clinton
administration reveals how developments in social policy have advanced the privileges attached to
“whiteness” by a variety of mechanisms: the ongoing reinterpretation of the American tradition of liberal
individualism in racialized ways; the slow accretion of policy legacies; the construction of “whiteness” itself
as a political category; and the normal procedures of coalition building and electoral politics. Through these
connected processes, whiteness and the protection of white privilege became fundamental to the operation of
American democracy, and their centrality has been continually reinforced by social policy. The result has
been a politics in which race is used as a weapon by political parties and candidates to constrain and turn
back the American welfare state. Looking to the future, Williams concludes by considering the
socioeconomic conditions and political mechanisms that might help overcome the iron grip that white
privilege holds on American social politics.

“There can be little genuine progress in solving the so-called race problem or in creating the kind of social
citizenship all Americans deserve unless and until continuing white skin privilege is openly acknowledged
and addressed. In effect, the problem of the twenty-first century is not the color line but finding a way to
successfully challenge whiteness as ideology and reality.”—From The Constraint of Race
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Scott:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book The Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege in
America has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege
in America is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book
The Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege in America. You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Bruce Zimmerman:

The book The Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege in America will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Constraint of Race: Legacies of
White Skin Privilege in America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lillian Tobias:

This The Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege in America is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege in America can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Joshua Allen:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Constraint of Race: Legacies of White Skin Privilege
in America was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Constraint of Race:
Legacies of White Skin Privilege in America has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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