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This proper Philadelphia story starts with the city’s golden age at the close of the eighteenth century. It is a
classic study of an American business aristocracy of colonial stock with Protestant affiliations as well as an
analysis of how fabulously wealthy nineteenth-century family founders in Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia, supported various exclusive institutions that in the course of the twentieth century produced a
national upper-class way of life. But as that way of life became an end of itself, instead of an effort to
consolidate power and control, the upper-class outlived its function; this, argues Baltzell, is precisely what
took place in the Philadelphia class system.

Philadelphia Gentlemen emphasizes that class is largely a matter of family, whereas an elite is largely a
matter of individual achievement. The emphasis in Philadelphia on old classes, in contrast to the emphasis in
New York and Boston on individual achievement and elite striving, helps to explain the dramatically
different outcomes of ruling class domination in major centers of the Eastern Establishment. In emphasizing
class membership or family prestige, the dynamics of industrial and urban life passed by rather than through
Philadelphia. As a result in the race for urban preeminence, Philadelphia lost precious time and eventually
lost the struggle for ruling preeminence as such.

When the book initially appeared, it was hailed by The New York Times as “a very, very important book.”
Writing in the pages of the American Sociological Review, Seymour Martin Lipset noted that “Philadelphia
Gentlemen says important things about class and power in America, and says them in ways that will interest
and fascinate both sociologists and laymen.” And in the American Historical Review, Baltzell’s book was
identified simply as “a gold mine of information.” In short, for sociologists, historians, and those concerned
with issues of culture and the economy, this is indeed a classic of modern social science.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Philadelphia Gentlemen: The
Making of a National Upper Class book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Bradley Loy:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Philadelphia Gentlemen: The Making of
a National Upper Class as your daily resource information.

Shirley Demers:

The particular book Philadelphia Gentlemen: The Making of a National Upper Class has a lot details on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.

Floyd Alling:

Philadelphia Gentlemen: The Making of a National Upper Class can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Philadelphia Gentlemen: The Making of a National Upper Class although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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