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Like many gentlemen of his time, Charles Darwin married his first cousin. In fact, marriages between close
relatives were commonplace in nineteenth-century England, and Adam Kuper argues that they played a
crucial role in the rise of the bourgeoisie.

Incest and Influence shows us just how the political networks of the eighteenth-century aristocracy were
succeeded by hundreds of in-married bourgeois clans?in finance and industry, in local and national politics,
in the church, and in intellectual life. In a richly detailed narrative, Kuper deploys his expertise as an
anthropologist to analyze kin marriages among the Darwins and Wedgwoods, in Quaker and Jewish banking
families, and in the Clapham Sect and their descendants over four generations, ending with a revealing
account of the Bloomsbury Group, the most eccentric product of English bourgeois endogamy.

These marriage strategies were the staple of novels, and contemporaries were obsessed with them. But there
were concerns. Ideas about incest were in flux as theological doctrines were challenged. For forty years
Victorian parliaments debated whether a man could marry his deceased wife’s sister. Cousin marriage
troubled scientists, including Charles Darwin and his cousin Francis Galton, provoking revolutionary ideas
about breeding and heredity.

This groundbreaking study brings out the connection between private lives, public fortunes, and the history
of imperial Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Incest and Influence: The Private
Life of Bourgeois England book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Benavidez:

Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Incest and
Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Helen Johnson:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Incest and Influence: The Private Life
of Bourgeois England is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Eddie Drennan:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England we can acquire more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Incest and Influence:
The Private Life of Bourgeois England. You can more appealing than now.
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