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In the mid-nineteenth century, a Moravian friar made a discovery that was to shape not only the future of
science but also that of the human race. With his deceptively simple experiments on peas in a monastery
garden in Brno, Gregor Mendel was the first to establish the basic laws of heredity, laws from which the
principles of modern genetics can be drawn. In this fascinating account, acclaimed science writer Colin
Tudge traces the influence on science of Mendel's extraordinary ideas, from the 1850s to the present day, and
goes on to ask what might happen in this century and beyond.

The science of genetics holds the key to an enhanced understanding of the human makeup and allows for
new ways of approaching such issues as the prevention of hereditary diseases and the effective conservation
of endangered species. But genetic technologies are also instruments of tremendous power, and with this
constantly expanding knowledge comes the responsibility of using it wisely. Cloning, genetically engineered
crops, the research and results of the Human Genome Project, and the possibility of "designer babies"
continue to force challenging choices on society. In The Impact of the Gene Colin Tudge provides new and
vital insights into the ethics of modern genetics and raises the question of what criteria we must use with
regard to this extraordinary and unprecedented power.

A comprehensive and entertaining work that combines scientific history with a compelling discussion of the
future trends of genetic technologies, The Impact of the Gene examines how the ideas that underpin the
spectrum of all genetic issues are interrelated, and proposes that with a basic understanding of Gregor
Mendel's theories and discoveries, all modern genetics falls easily into place. From a monastery garden in
Brno to the laboratories of the twenty-first century and beyond, The Impact of the Gene provides a vital
overview of the science of genetics.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Anderson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Impact of the Gene: From Mendel's
Peas to Designer Babies is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kathleen Duff:

The book untitled The Impact of the Gene: From Mendel's Peas to Designer Babies is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Impact of the Gene: From Mendel's Peas
to Designer Babies from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Daniel Hanson:

The book with title The Impact of the Gene: From Mendel's Peas to Designer Babies posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Larisa Nagle:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Impact of the Gene: From Mendel's Peas to Designer Babies can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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