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Though the genocide of 1994 catapulted Rwanda onto the international stage, English-language historical
accounts of the Great Lakes region of Eastern Africa--which encompasses Burundi, eastern Congo, Rwanda,
western Tanzania, and Uganda--are scarce. Drawing on colonial archives, oral tradition, archeological
discoveries, anthropologic and linguistic studies, and his thirty years of scholarship, Jean-Pierre Chrétien
offers a major synthesis of the history of the region, one still plagued by extremely violent wars. This
translation brings the work of a leading French historian to an English-speaking audience for the first
time.Chrétien retraces the human settlement and the formation of kingdoms around the sources of the Nile,
which were "discovered" by European explorers around 1860. He describes these kingdoms' complex social
and political organization and analyzes how German, British, and Belgian colonizers not only transformed
and exploited the existing power structures, but also projected their own racial categories onto them. Finally,
he shows how the independent states of the postcolonial era, in particular Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda,
have been trapped by their colonial and precolonial legacies, especially by the racial rewriting of the latter by
the former.Today, argues Chrétien, the Great Lakes of Africa is a crucial region for historical research--not
only because its history is fascinating but also because the tragedies of its present are very much a function
of the political manipulations of its past.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History content conveys objective easily
to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Cynthia Miller:

The knowledge that you get from The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History is a more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History instantly.

Bonnie Camacho:

The actual book The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Gerald McMullen:

Beside this specific The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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