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It's difficult to imagine Franz Liszt performing in Peoria, but his contemporary and foremost rival,
Sigismund Thalberg, did just that. During the mid-nineteenth century, Americans in more than a hundred
cities--from Portland, Maine to Dubuque, Iowa to Mobile, Alabama--were treated to performances by some
of Europe's most celebrated pianists. From Paris to Peoria deftly chronicles the visits of five of these
pianists to the America of Mark Twain. Whether performing in small railroad towns throughout the Midwest
or in gold-rush era California, these five charismatic pianists--Leopold de Meyer, Henri Herz, Sigismund
Thalberg, Anton Rubinstein, and Hans von Bülow--introduced many Americans to the delights of the concert
hall. With humor and insight, R. Allen Lott describes the glamour and the drudgery of the touring life, the
transformation of American audiences from boisterous to reverent, and the establishment of the piano recital
as a viable artistic and financial enterprise. Lott also explores the creative and sometimes outlandish
publicity techniques of managers seeking to capitalize on prosperous but uncharted American markets. The
result of extensive archival research, From Paris to Peoria is richly illustrated with concert programs,
handbills, caricatures, and maps. A companion website, www.rallenlott.info, includes a comprehensive list of
repertoires and itineraries, audio music examples, and transcriptions of selected primary sources. Certain to
delight pianists, musicologists, and historians, From Paris to Peoria is an engaging, thoroughly researched,
and often funny account of music and culture in nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Hough:

This From Paris to Peoria: How European Piano Virtuosos Brought Classical Music to the American
Heartland is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having From Paris to Peoria: How
European Piano Virtuosos Brought Classical Music to the American Heartland in your hand like having the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Dorothy Frazier:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The From
Paris to Peoria: How European Piano Virtuosos Brought Classical Music to the American Heartland provide
you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Christopher Barry:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is From Paris to Peoria: How European Piano
Virtuosos Brought Classical Music to the American Heartland. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Phillip Chadwick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books



that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this From Paris to Peoria: How European Piano
Virtuosos Brought Classical Music to the American Heartland.
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