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Australian poetry is popularly conceived as a tradition founded by the wry, secular and stoic strains of its
late-nineteenth-century bush balladeers Adam Lindsay Gordon, Henry Lawson and 'Banjo' Paterson,
consolidated into a land-based 'vigour' in publications such as the Bulletin. Yet this popular conception relies
on not actually consulting the poetry itself, which for well over one hundred and fifty years has been
cerebral, introspective, feminine and highly - even experimentally - religious. Western Christian mystics and
Western Christian mystical poets of the classical world, Middle Ages and modern era have been sources of
inspiration, influence and correspondence for Australian poets since the writings of Charles Harpur (1813-
1868), but there have also been ongoing debates as to how mysticism might be defined, whom its true
exemplars might be, and whether poets should be considered mystical authorities. This book dedicates whole
chapters to five Australian Christian mystical poets: Ada Cambridge (1864-1926), John Shaw Neilson
(1872-1943), Francis Webb (1925-1973), Judith Wright (1915-2000) and Kevin Hart (1954 - ), with
additional contextual chapters on their contemporaries and new approaches by Aboriginal poets since the
early 1990s. Scholars and students are increasingly disregarding the popular 'bush' facade and reading
Australian poetry in terms of the sacred, the philosophical, the contemplative and the transcendent. At a
national level this can be traced back to the post-war and 1970s generations of poets and readers who
rejected the safe old bush myths for a more relentless interrogation of Australian origins, environments and
metaphysics. Yet internationally, as among the general Australian public, the very idea of an Australian
Christian mystical poetry seems incongruous with a metaphysically weak bush tradition which asks very
little of them. This book casts Australian poetry in a new light by showing how Australian Christian mystical
poetics can be found in every era of Australian letters, how literary hostilities towards women poets,
eroticism and contemplation served to stifle a critical appreciation of mystical poetics until recent decades,
and how in the twentieth century one Australian Christian mystical poet began to influence another and share
their appreciations of Dante, Donne, Traherne, Blake, Wordsworth, Brontë, Rossetti, Hopkins, Yeats, Eliot
and Lowell. Despite parallel international works on British, American and European Christian mystical
poets, there has never been a book-length exploration of Australian Christian mystical poets or poetics. This
study draws upon eight years of research to not only consider debates around Christian mysticism during the
lives of its selected poets, but to also frame its argument in terms of the twenty-first-century Christian
mysticism scholarship of Kevin Hart, Amy Hollywood, Ursula King and Bernard McGinn's seminal multi-
volume history of Western Christian mysticism, The Presence of God. Simultaneously, Australian literary
criticism of the relevant eras as well as in the present are explicitly engaged throughout. This book is a
rigorous work of original scholarship which will significantly impact future discussions on the possibilities
of Australian literature.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Christian Mysticism and Australian Poetry.

Winford Patterson:

The guide with title Christian Mysticism and Australian Poetry has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Antonio Batts:

This Christian Mysticism and Australian Poetry is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Christian
Mysticism and Australian Poetry in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Wm Dunlap:

You can get this Christian Mysticism and Australian Poetry by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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