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“I didn’t think he’d do it. I really didn’t think he would. I thought he’d say, whoa, hold on, wait a minute. We
made a deal, remember, the land, the blessing, the nation, the descendants as numerous as the sands on the
shore and the stars in the sky.”
 
So begins James Goodman’s original and urgent encounter with one of the most compelling and resonant
stories ever told—God’s command to Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac.
 
A mere nineteen lines in the book of Genesis, it rests at the heart of the history, literature, theology, and
sacred rituals of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. For more than two millennia, people throughout the world
have grappled with the troubling questions about sacrifice, authority, obedience, and faith to which the story
gives rise. Writing from the vantage of “a reader, a son, a Jew, a father, a skeptic, a historian, a lover of
stories, and a writer,” Goodman gives us an enthralling narrative history that moves from its biblical origins
to its place in the cultures and faiths of our time. He introduces us to the commentary of Second Temple
sages, rabbis and priests of the late antiquity, and early Islamic exegetes (some of whom imagined that
Ishmael was the nearly sacrificed son). He examines Syriac hymns (in which Sarah stars), Hebrew chronicles
of the First Crusade (in which Isaac often dies), and medieval English mystery plays. He looks at the art of
Europe’s golden age, the philosophy of Kant and Kierkegaard, and the panoply of twentieth-century
interpretation, sacred and profane, including the work of Bob Dylan, Elie Wiesel, and A. B. Yehoshua. In
illuminating how so many others have understood this story, Goodman tells a gripping and provocative story
of his own.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Wesley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book But Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story of Abraham
and Isaac had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide But Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the
Story of Abraham and Isaac is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book But Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story of Abraham and Isaac. You never
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Fern Rodriquez:

The book untitled But Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story of Abraham and Isaac contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Roberta Nieves:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book But Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story
of Abraham and Isaac was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book But
Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story of Abraham and Isaac has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

John Lambeth:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is But
Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story of Abraham and Isaac.
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