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Despite the recent outpouring of scholarship on Piers Plowman, Lawrence Warner contends, we know much
less about the poem's production, transmission, and readership than one might think. When did William
Langland write each of the three versions of the poem, and when did they enter wide circulation? What role
did scribes and other agents play in these processes? The Lost History of "Piers Plowman" engages with
these questions to bring about a fundamental shift in our understanding of the genesis and development of
the Middle English poem.

According to received history, the poem exists in three distinct, chronological versions, the A, B, and C texts,
with most scholars agreeing that Langland completed the B text—the version most familiar to modern
readers—around 1377-78. Challenging much of the prevalent wisdom about the poem, Warner argues that
the received B text is not an integral poem aligned with a single author but, rather, two groups of
manuscripts, each of which, because of scribal activities, takes on varying amounts of what we now call C
version matter. Through close textual analysis, he reveals that the B text is a conflation of an ur-B text with a
collection of passages that belong to the C version of circa 1390, demonstrating that the circulation of the C
text actually predates that of the B.

The Lost History of "Piers Plowman" is a groundbreaking and provocative work that establishes an entirely
new paradigm for the study of one of the central works of Middle English literature. It will be of interest to
scholars and students of textual studies, editorial theory, and medieval history.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Harrell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Lost History of "Piers Plowman": The Earliest Transmission of Langland's Work (The Middle Ages Series),
you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a book.

Sandra Bryson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication The Lost History of "Piers Plowman": The Earliest Transmission of
Langland's Work (The Middle Ages Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Marcia Marshall:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Lost History of "Piers
Plowman": The Earliest Transmission of Langland's Work (The Middle Ages Series).

Carl Johnson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The Lost History of "Piers Plowman": The Earliest Transmission of Langland's



Work (The Middle Ages Series) when you essential it?
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