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Almost forgotten in the haze of events that followed Nagasaki and Hiroshima, the summer of 1945 witnessed
an intense public debate over how best to end the war against Japan. Weary of fighting, the American people
were determined to defeat the imperial power that had so viciously attacked them in December 1941, but
they were uncertain of the best means to accomplish this goal. Certain of victory?the "inevitable triumph"
promised by Franklin Roosevelt immediately after Pearl Harbor?Americans became increasingly concerned
about the human cost of defeating Japan.

Particularly after the brutal Iwo Jima and Okinawa campaigns, syndicated columnists, newspaper
editorialists, radio commentators, and others questioned the necessity of invasion. A lengthy naval and aerial
siege would have saved lives but might have protracted the war beyond the public's patience. Advertisers
filled the media with visions of postwar affluence even as the government was exhorting its citizens to
remain dedicated to the war effort. There was heated discussion as well about the morality of firebombing
Japanese cities and of using poison gas and other agents of chemical warfare.

Chappell provides a balanced assessment of all these debates, grounding his observations in a wealth of
primary sources. He also discusses the role of racism, the demand for unconditional surrender, and the
government's reaction to public opinion in the decision to drop the atomic bomb. Compelling and
controversial, this is the first work to examine the confusing and contradictory climate of the American home
front in the months leading up to V-J Day.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Before The Bomb: How America
Approached the End of the Pacific War book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Dolores Parker:

Typically the book Before The Bomb: How America Approached the End of the Pacific War will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Before The Bomb: How America
Approached the End of the Pacific War is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joseph Herbst:

The book untitled Before The Bomb: How America Approached the End of the Pacific War is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Before The Bomb: How America Approached the End of
the Pacific War from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Samuel Ware:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Before The Bomb: How America Approached the End of the Pacific War when you
necessary it?
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