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VERY SHORT LIST chose A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola for the #1 Spot on their November
16 Food E-mail

A Brain Pickings Favorite Food Book of 2012 and one of their Best Graphic Novels & Graphic
Nonfiction of 2012

Featured in Columbia College Today's Bookshelf section

"A straight forward and accessible text…Cortés’ highly detailed paintings call up concomitant issues
and famous faces as well…In dense passages describing political payments between corporate interests
and federal narcotics officials, the reproduction–in Cortés’ deft watercolors–of memos, official letters,
and newspaper articles serves as an indictment of the rule of law with loopholes for the profit minded.
This is an excellent introduction to the complexities of 'American interests,' the realities of corrupt
rationale invoked in the pursuit of world health, and the need to take a longer view than the immediate
to see how substance and substance abuse both share space and operate on different planes. Right and
wrong are not black and white but form a gray of varying shades."
--Library Journal

“If you hate the War on Drugs, Ricardo Cortés should be one of your favorite illustrators.”
--Vice

“Astonishingly addictive and intoxicatingly revelatory, ...Coffee, Coca & Cola offers an impressively
open-minded history lesson and an incredible look at the dark underbelly of American Capitalism . . .
A stunning, hard cover coffee-table book for concerned adults, this captivating chronicle is a true
treasure.”
--Comics Review (UK)

“This fascinating and beautifully illustrated piece of visual journalism . . . is as thoroughly researched
and absorbingly narrated as it is charmingly illustrated.”
--Brain Pickings

"Any food and culinary history holding will find this a lively survey!"
--The Midwest Book Review

A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola is an illustrated book disclosing new research in the coca leaf
trade conducted by The Coca-Cola Company. 2011 marked the 125th anniversary of its iconic beverage,
and the fiftieth anniversary of the international drug control treaty that allows Coca-Cola exclusive access
to the coca plant. Most people are familiar with tales of cocaine being an early ingredient of "Coke"
tonic; it's an era the company makes every effort to bury. Yet coca leaf, the source of cocaine which has
been banned in the U.S. since 1914, has been part of Coca-Cola's secret formula for over one hundred
years.

This is a history that spans from cocaine factories in Peru, to secret experiments at the University of



Hawaii, to the personal files of U.S. Bureau of Narcotics Commissioner Harry Anslinger (infamous for
his "Reefer Madness" campaign against marijuana, lesser known as a long-time collaborator of The
Coca-Cola Company).

A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola tells how one of the biggest companies in the world bypasses an
international ban on coca. The book also explores histories of three of the most consumed substances on
earth, revealing connections between seemingly disparate icons of modern culture: caffeine, cocaine, and
Coca-Cola.

Coca-Cola is the most popular soft drink on earth, and soft drinks are the number one food consumed in
the American diet. Caffeine is the most widely used psychoactive substance. Cocaine . . . well, people seem
to like reading about cocaine. An illustrated chronicle that will appeal to fans of food and drink histories
(e.g., Mark Kurlansky's Salt and Cod; Mark Pendergrast's For God, Country & Coca-Cola), graphic
novel enthusiasts, and people interested in drug prohibition and international narcopolitics, the book
follows in the footsteps of successful pop-history books such as Michael Pollan's The Botany of Desire
and Eric Schlosser's Fast Food Nation—but has a unique style that blends such histories with narrative
illustration and influences from Norman Rockwell to Art Spiegelman.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Nava:

The book A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book A Secret History of Coffee, Coca
& Cola? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book A Secret History of Coffee, Coca &
Cola has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Thelma Olivares:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Joey Mendoza:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola,
you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Hawkins:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola we can take more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book A Secret History of Coffee, Coca
& Cola. You can more appealing than now.
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