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The Devil, Satan, Lucifer, Mephistopheles - throughout history the Prince of Darkness, the Western world's
most powerful symbol of evil, has taken many names and shapes. Jeffrey Burton Russell here chronicles the
remarkable story of the Devil from antiquity to the present. While recounting how past generations have
personified evil, he deepens our understanding of the ways in which people have dealt with the enduring
problem of radical evil.

After a compelling essay on the nature of evil, Russell uncovers the origins of the concept of the Devil in
various early cultures and then traces its evolution in Western thought from the time of the ancient Hebrews
through the first centuries of the Christian era. Next he turns to the medieval view of the Devil, focusing on
images found in folklore, scholastic thought, art, literature, mysticism, and witchcraft. Finally, he follows the
Devil into our own era, where he draws on examples from theology, philosophy, art, literature, and popular
culture to describe the great changes in this traditional notion of evil brought about by the intellectual and
cultural developments of modern times.

Is the Devil an outmoded superstition, as most educated people today believe? Or do the horrors of the
twentieth century and the specter of nuclear war make all too clear the continuing need for some vital symbol
of radical evil? A single-volume distillation of Russell's epic tetralogy on the nature and personifcation of
evil from ancient times to the present (published by Cornell University Press between 1977 and 1986), The
Prince of Darkness invites readers to confront these and other critical questions as they explore the past faces
of that figure who has been called the second most famous personage in Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

The book The Prince of Darkness: Radical Evil and the Power of Good in History give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book The Prince of Darkness: Radical Evil and the Power of Good in History to be your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Prince of Darkness: Radical Evil and
the Power of Good in History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ann Edwards:

The reason? Because this The Prince of Darkness: Radical Evil and the Power of Good in History is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Tammy Robinson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Prince of
Darkness: Radical Evil and the Power of Good in History that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Prince of Darkness: Radical
Evil and the Power of Good in History become your own personal starter.

Roland Collins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Prince of Darkness: Radical Evil and
the Power of Good in History book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Prince of Darkness:
Radical Evil and the Power of Good in History as good book not only by the cover but also through the



content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.
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