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At Indian independence in 1947, the country’s founders worried that the army India inherited? conservative
and dominated by officers and troops drawn disproportionately from a few “martial” groups?posed a real
threat to democracy. They also saw the structure of the army, with its recruitment on the basis of caste and
religion, as incompatible with their hopes for a new secular nation.

India has successfully preserved its democracy, however, unlike many other colonial states that inherited
imperial “divide and rule” armies, and unlike its neighbor Pakistan, which inherited part of the same Indian
army in 1947. As Steven I. Wilkinson shows, the puzzle of how this happened is even more surprising when
we realize that the Indian Army has kept, and even expanded, many of its traditional “martial class” units,
despite promising at independence to gradually phase them out.

Army and Nation draws on uniquely comprehensive data to explore how and why India has succeeded in
keeping the military out of politics, when so many other countries have failed. It uncovers the command and
control strategies, the careful ethnic balancing, and the political, foreign policy, and strategic decisions that
have made the army safe for Indian democracy. Wilkinson goes further to ask whether, in a rapidly changing
society, these structures will survive the current national conflicts over caste and regional representation in
New Delhi, as well as India’s external and strategic challenges.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

The book Army and Nation: The Military and Indian Democracy since Independence make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Army and Nation: The Military and Indian Democracy since Independence to be your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open and read a publication Army and Nation: The Military and Indian
Democracy since Independence. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Janet Medley:

This book untitled Army and Nation: The Military and Indian Democracy since Independence to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Teresa Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Army and Nation: The Military and Indian
Democracy since Independence publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
hesitation Army and Nation: The Military and Indian Democracy since Independence as good book not just
by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Robert Defazio:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Army and Nation: The Military and Indian Democracy since
Independence can make you experience more interested to read.
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