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Proud lions, patriotic eagles, and solemn bulls--not to mention prancing horses, majestic oak trees, and
festive table settings--graced the roadsides of colonial America. Painted onto wooden signboards and hung
above the heads of passers-by, these colorful images communicated critical information, enabling local
residents and travelers to find their way to commercial enterprises and civic gatherings. These signs, as they
evolved from the eighteenth through the mid-nineteenth century, documented the radical shift from a
premodern agricultural society to the entrepreneurial, market-driven, and increasingly urban economy of the
early Republic.

Handsomely illustrated with over seventy color plates, this catalogue--published in collaboration with a
major traveling exhibition--features works from the Connecticut Historical Society, which houses the
nation's preeminent collection of early American painted signs. Eight essays, written by prominent scholars
of American art and cultural history, explore the medium and discuss why these signs are much more than
picturesque relics of bygone times. Indeed, this volume reconnects sign paintings to the broad continuum of
artistic genres and practices within which they were produced, displayed, and viewed.

An accessible text, illustrated generously throughout, includes an introduction that encourages the reader to
engage with sign paintings from a variety of artistic and cultural perspectives including those of vernacular
art, commercial art, and visual and material culture. Other essays examine specific aspects of sign paintings:
the creative processes of the individual makers, the distinctive techniques and materials used, the
development of the profession, the iconography and sources, and the consequences of outdoor installation on
aesthetic and cultural meanings. The volume also features a detailed catalogue of the sign paintings in the
exhibition and brief biographies of those sign painters that have been documented in Connecticut.

Both building on and recasting the rich legacy of "folk art," Lions and Eagles and Bulls provides a wealth of
new information about these highly significant and well-loved objects to scholars, collectors, and art-lovers
alike.

Contributors to the catalogue include Philip D. Zimmerman, Margaret C. Vincent, Sandra Webber,
Alexander Carlisle, Nancy Finlay, Catherine Gudis, Kenneth L. Ames, and Bryan J. Wolf.

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE:



The Connecticut Historical Society,
Hartford, Connecticut,
October-December, 2000

Hood Museum of Art
 Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire,
June-September, 2001

The Museums at Stony Brook,
Long Island, New York,
September-December, 2001

Museum of our National Heritage,
Lexington, Massachusetts,
April-October, 2002
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American Tavern and Inn Signs can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Joseph Griego:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American Tavern and Inn Signs offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Patricia Phipps:

Beside this kind of Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American Tavern and Inn Signs in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American Tavern and Inn
Signs because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Michael Barth:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American
Tavern and Inn Signs to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and go through it. Beside that the publication Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American Tavern and Inn
Signs can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of that time.
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