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The history of Homer and his works is lost in doubtful obscurity, as is the history of many of the first minds
who have done honor to humanity because they rose amidst darkness. The majestic stream of his song,
blessing and fertilizing, flows like a river through many lands and nations. The creations of genius always
seem like miracles, because they are, for the most part, created far out of the reach of observation. If we were
in possession of all the historical testimonies, we never could wholly explain the origin of the Iliad and the
Odyssey. But it must be noted that Homer's great epic poems hold a singular place in literature. Within the
knowledge of all of history that has been passed down to us, there is no known predecessor that could lay
claim to be the progenitor or equal to these great works. It was Homer who formed the character of the Greek
nation. No poet has ever, as a poet, exercised a similar influence over his countrymen. Prophets, lawgivers,
and sages have formed the character of other nations; it was reserved to a poet to form that of the Greeks.
When lawgivers and sages appeared in Greece, the work of the poet had already been accomplished; and
they paid homage to his superior genius. He held up before his nation the mirror, in which they were to
behold the world of gods and heroes no less than of feeble mortals, and to behold them reflected with purity
and truth. His poems are founded on the first feeling of human nature; on the love of children, wife, and
country; on that passion which outweighs all others, the love of glory. His songs were poured forth from a
breast which sympathized with all the feelings of man; and therefore they enter, and will continue to enter,
every breast which cherishes the same sympathies. The table of contents of this special edition begins with
the first line of the text for each chapter and verse.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Gwyn:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Iliad &
The Odyssey? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other
opinion?

Ned Aguayo:

The book The Iliad & The Odyssey make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Iliad & The Odyssey being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Iliad & The
Odyssey. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Beverly Rosa:

This book untitled The Iliad & The Odyssey to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this book from your list.

Lisa Yang:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Iliad & The Odyssey, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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