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Excessively European, refreshingly European, not as European as it looks, struggling to overcome a delusion
that it is European. Argentina—in all its complexity—has often been obscured by variations of the "like
Europe and not like the rest of Latin America" cliché. The Argentina Reader deliberately breaks from that
viewpoint. This essential introduction to Argentina’s history, culture, and society provides a richer, more
comprehensive look at one of the most paradoxical of Latin American nations: a nation that used to be
among the richest in the world, with the largest middle class in Latin America, yet one that entered the
twenty-first century with its economy in shambles and its citizenry seething with frustration.

This diverse collection brings together songs, articles, comic strips, scholarly essays, poems, and short
stories. Most pieces are by Argentines. More than forty of the texts have never before appeared in English.
The Argentina Reader contains photographs from Argentina’s National Archives and images of artwork by
some of the country’s most talented painters and sculptors. Many selections deal with the history of
indigenous Argentines, workers, women, blacks, and other groups often ignored in descriptions of the
country. At the same time, the book includes excerpts by or about such major political figures as José de San
Martín and Juan Perón. Pieces from literary and social figures virtually unknown in the United States appear
alongside those by more well-known writers such as Jorge Luis Borges, Ricardo Piglia, and Julio Cortázar.

The Argentina Reader covers the Spanish colonial regime; the years of nation building following
Argentina’s independence from Spain in 1810; and the sweeping progress of economic growth and cultural
change that made Argentina, by the turn of the twentieth century, the most modern country in Latin America.
The bulk of the collection focuses on the twentieth century: on the popular movements that enabled
Peronism and the revolutionary dreams of the 1960s and 1970s; on the dictatorship from 1976 to 1983 and
the accompanying culture of terror and resistance; and, finally, on the contradictory and disconcerting
tendencies unleashed by the principles of neoliberalism and the new global economy. The book also includes
a list of suggestions for further reading.

The Argentina Reader is an invaluable resource for those interested in learning about Argentine history and
culture, whether in the classroom or in preparation for travel in Argentina.
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From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Argentina Reader:
History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Argentina Reader: History, Culture,
Politics (The Latin America Readers) become your own personal starter.

Elizabeth Hart:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for you is The Argentina Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Dale Fain:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book The Argentina Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that
book The Argentina Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers). You can more pleasing
than now.

Susan Gaier:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



trying to find the The Argentina Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin America Readers) when you
required it?
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