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Design pervades our lives. Everything from drafting a PowerPoint presentation to planning a state-of-the-art
bridge embodies this universal human activity. But what makes a great design? In this compelling and wide-
ranging look at the essence of invention, distinguished engineer and author Henry Petroski argues that, time
and again, we have built success on the back of failure--not through easy imitation of success.

Success through Failure shows us that making something better--by carefully anticipating and thus averting
failure--is what invention and design are all about. Petroski explores the nature of invention and the character
of the inventor through an unprecedented range of both everyday and extraordinary examples--illustrated
lectures, child-resistant packaging for drugs, national constitutions, medical devices, the world's tallest
skyscrapers, long-span bridges, and more. Stressing throughout that there is no surer road to eventual failure
than modeling designs solely on past successes, he sheds new light on spectacular failures, from the
destruction of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge in 1940 and the space shuttle disasters of recent decades, to the
collapse of the World Trade Center in 2001.

Petroski also looks at the prehistoric and ancient roots of many modern designs. The historical record,
especially as embodied in failures, reveals patterns of human social behavior that have implications for large
structures like bridges and vast organizations like NASA. Success through Failure--which will fascinate
anyone intrigued by design, including engineers, architects, and designers themselves--concludes by
speculating on when we can expect the next major bridge failure to occur, and the kind of bridge most likely
to be involved.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

The book Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Success
through Failure: The Paradox of Design? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marianne Guzman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Success
through Failure: The Paradox of Design suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Success through Failure: The Paradox of Designis the one of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Kathryn Hebert:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Henry Jones:

This Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Success
through Failure: The Paradox of Design can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by



anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life along with knowledge.
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