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Who are you? And how can you prove it? How were individuals described and identified in the centuries
before photography and fingerprinting, in a world without centralized administrations, where names and
addresses were constantly changing? In Who are You?, Valentin Groebner traces the early modern European
history of identification practices and identity papers. The documents, seals, stamps, and signatures were--
and are--powerful tools that created the double of a person in writ and bore the indelible signs of
bureaucratic authenticity. Ultimately, as Groebner lucidly explains, they revealed as much about their
makers' illusory fantasies as they did about their bearers' actual identity. The bureaucratic desire to register
and control the population created, from the sixteenth century onward, an intricate administrative system for
tracking individual identities. Most important, the proof of one's identity was intimately linked and
determined by the identification papers the authorities demanded and endlessly supplied. Ironically, these
papers and practices gave birth to two uncanny doppelgängers of administrative identity procedures: the spy
who craftily forged official documents and passports, and the impostor who dissimulated and mimed any
individual he so desired. Through careful research and powerful narrative, Groebner recounts the
complicated and bizarre stories of the many ways in which identities were stolen, created, and doubled.
Groebner argues that identity papers cannot be interpreted literally as pure and simple documents. They are
themselves pieces of history, histories of individuals and individuality, papers that both document and
transform their owner's identity--whether carried by Renaissance vagrants and gypsies or the illegal
immigrants of today who remain "sans papier," without papers.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Who Are You?: Identification, Deception, and Surveillance in Early
Modern Europe. Try to stumble through book Who Are You?: Identification, Deception, and Surveillance in
Early Modern Europe as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Danny Nehring:

Typically the book Who Are You?: Identification, Deception, and Surveillance in Early Modern Europe will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Who Are You?: Identification,
Deception, and Surveillance in Early Modern Europe is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Sara Otoole:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Who Are
You?: Identification, Deception, and Surveillance in Early Modern Europe.

Lauren Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Who Are You?: Identification, Deception,
and Surveillance in Early Modern Europe, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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