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Virtually all aspects of human behavior show enormous variation both within and between cultural groups,
including material culture, social organization and language. Thousands of distinct cultural groups exist:
about 6,000 languages are spoken today, and it is thought that a far greater number of languages existed in
the past but became extinct. Using a Darwinian approach, this book seeks to explain this rich cultural
variation. There are a number of theoretical reasons to believe that cultural diversification might be tree-like,
that is phylogenetic: material and non-material culture is clearly inherited by descendants, there is descent
with modification, and languages appear to be hierarchically related. There are also a number of theoretical
reasons to believe that cultural evolution is not tree-like: cultural inheritance is not Mendelian and can indeed
be vertical, horizontal or oblique, evidence of borrowing abounds, cultures are not necessarily biological
populations and can be transient and complex. Here, for the first time, this title tackles these questions of
cultural evolution empirically and quantitatively, using a range of case studies from Africa, the Pacific,
Europe, Asia and America. A range of powerful theoretical tools developed in evolutionary biology is used
to test detailed hypotheses about historical patterns and adaptive functions in cultural evolution. Evidence is
amassed from archaeological, linguist and cultural datasets, from both recent and historical or pre-historical
time periods. A unifying theme is that the phylogenetic approach is a useful and powerful framework, both
for describing the evolutionary history of these traits, and also for testing adaptive hypotheses about their
evolution and co-evolution. Contributors include archaeologists, anthropologists, evolutionary biologists and
linguists, and this book will be of great interest to all those involved in these areas.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

The book The Evolution of Cultural Diversity: A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH (UNIV COL LONDON
INST ARCH PUB) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Evolution of Cultural Diversity: A
PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH (UNIV COL LONDON INST ARCH PUB) to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a publication The Evolution of Cultural
Diversity: A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH (UNIV COL LONDON INST ARCH PUB). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Cicely Silber:

Often the book The Evolution of Cultural Diversity: A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH (UNIV COL
LONDON INST ARCH PUB) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you.
The book The Evolution of Cultural Diversity: A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH (UNIV COL LONDON
INST ARCH PUB) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeffrey Evans:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Evolution of Cultural Diversity: A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH
(UNIV COL LONDON INST ARCH PUB) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Daniel Slater:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you



personally is The Evolution of Cultural Diversity: A PHYLOGENETIC APPROACH (UNIV COL
LONDON INST ARCH PUB) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use
to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this
book suited all of you.
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