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Political parties are the defining institutions of representative democracy and the darlings of political science.
Their governing and electoral functions are among the chief concerns of the field. Yet most political
theorists--including democratic theorists--ignore or disparage parties as grubby arenas of ambition, obstacles
to meaningful political participation and deliberation. On the Side of the Angels is a vigorous defense of the
virtues of parties and partisanship, and their worth as a subject for political theory.

Nancy Rosenblum's account moves between political theory and political science, and she uses resources
from both fields to outline an appreciation of parties and the moral distinctiveness of partisanship. She draws
from the history of political thought and identifies the main lines of opposition to parties, as well as the rare
but significant moments of appreciation. Rosenblum then sets forth her own theoretical appreciation of
parties and partisanship. She discusses the achievement of parties in regulating rivalries, channeling political
energies, and creating the lines of division that make pluralist politics meaningful. She defends "partisan" as
a political identity over the much-vaunted status of "independent," and she considers where contemporary
democracies should draw the line in banning parties.

On the Side of the Angels offers an ethics of partisanship that speaks to questions of centrism, extremism,
and polarization in American party politics. By rescuing parties from their status as orphans of political
philosophy, Rosenblum fills a significant void in political and democratic theory.
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From reader reviews:

Clarice Johnson:

This On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read
a lot of information you will get. This specific On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and
Partisanship without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't always be worry On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even phone. This On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and
Partisanship having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Allison Phelps:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this On the
Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship.

Michael Lucius:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love On the Side of the Angels: An
Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Linda Griffin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if



you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The On the
Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship will give you a new experience in reading a
book.
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