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Moment of Grace tells the story of the American city in its remarkable heyday. Never before or after the
1950s were downtowns so exciting, neighborhoods so settled, or suburban dwellers so optimistic. Urban
culture was at its peak: it was vital, urbane, conformist, and generating rebellion all at once. Capturing the
mood of the '50s in superb historical photographs and mining delightfully varied sources—including urban
critics, interviews with city residents, novels, songs, magazines, and newspapers—Moment of Grace brings
alive the downtowns, the neighborhoods, and the suburbs of the era. A rich historical reflection on a singular
decade, the book also portrays the '50s as a critical turning point in American culture and economy. Michael
Johns shows us exactly why city life never could or would be the same again.

Giving a vivid sense of the lived experience of the day, Johns explores the '50s in cities such as New York,
San Francisco, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Oakland, writing about fashion (which demanded the highest
heels and pointiest breasts in history), nightlife, architecture, literature, business and economic trends, and
teenage culture. He tells us what was for sale in the stores, who lived in the neighborhoods, what life was
like for women in the brand-new suburbs, and much more. And he confronts difficult issues head-on. What
did the loss of city jobs and the simultaneous success of the civil rights movement mean for black
neighborhoods? What were the profound consequences of the rise of the suburbs for family life?

In contrast to the vibrant cities of the '50s, the streets of today's downtowns are often empty if not suffused
with melancholy. Johns uncovers the seeds of the transformation from the '50s to today, and at the same
time, he paints a memorable picture of the American past.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Campfield:

The book untitled Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s is the e-book that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Rene Moore:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Moment of Grace: The American
City in the 1950s reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Moment of Grace: The
American City in the 1950s as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Shalon Dougherty:

You will get this Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.

Terrance Pitt:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Moment of Grace: The American City
in the 1950s to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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