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This startlingly original and highly readable volume adds a new richness and depth to an element of U.S.
history that is all too often taken for granted. In American Consumer Society, Regina Lee Blaszczyk
examines the emergence of consumerism in the Victorian era, and, in tracing its evolution over the next 140
years, shows how the emergence of a mass market was followed by its fragmentation. Niche marketing
focused on successive waves of new consumers as each made its presence known: Irish immigrants, urban
African Americans, teenagers, computer geeks, and soccer moms, to name but a few.

Blaszczyk demonstrates that middle-class consumerism is an intrinsic part of American identity, but exactly
how consumerism reflected that identity changed over time. Initially driven to imitate those who had already
achieved success, Americans eventually began to use their purchases to express themselves. This led to a
fundamental change in American culture—one in which the American reverence for things was replaced by a
passion for experiences. New Millennium families no longer treasured exquisite china or dress in fine
clothes, but they’ll spare no expense on being able to make phone calls, retrieve emails, watch ESPN, or visit
web sites at any place, any time. Victorian mothers just wouldn’t understand.

Using materials and techniques from business history, art history, anthropology, sociology, material culture,
and good story-telling, this lavishly illustrated and highly thoughtful narrative offers a compelling re-
interpretation of American culture through the lens of consumerism, making it perfect for use not only as
supplementary reading in the U.S. survey, but also for a variety of courses in Business, Culture, Economics,
Marketing, and Fashion and Design history.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this American Consumer Society, 1865 - 2005:
From Hearth to HDTV book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Elton Williams:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name American Consumer
Society, 1865 - 2005: From Hearth to HDTV suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled American Consumer Society, 1865 - 2005: From Hearth
to HDTVis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Dolores Albert:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
American Consumer Society, 1865 - 2005: From Hearth to HDTV, you are able to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

David Murray:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This American Consumer Society, 1865 - 2005:
From Hearth to HDTV is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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