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Echoing from the mountainous Vosges front of World War I come the rare accounts of an elite French foot
soldier—a chasseur à pied. Robert Pellissier, born in France in 1882, had grown up in the United States and
was teaching at Stanford when the Great War broke out in his homeland. Returning as a volunteer, he saw
uninterrupted months of trench warfare in the Vosges mountains of Alsace, the only region where French
troops actually captured German territory, a sector largely neglected in World War I literature.

Pellissier’s diary and his letters to relatives in America show a panorama of this ghastly war: from the horror
of being under fire with three thousand German shells falling on the French troops every day to the
monotony of long quiet hours spent in cold, wet trenches. He writes of the grinding and indecisive character
of the fighting in the Vosges and of the almost ritualistic shelling and limited tactical offensives, such as the
attack at Steinbach in December 1914. His later letters were written from the hospital, from officer training
school, and from the front at the Somme. He relays news of all the major battlefields—Flanders, Verdun,
Russia, Austria, Gallipoli, Italy, Serbia, and the Suez. He also comments on the new technology that changed
the nature of war: the machine gun, new airplanes, Uboats, improved artillery, barbed wire, and poison
gases.

Drama and a sympathetic human voice combine to make this account of a littlereported French front a
valuable addition to the literature on World War I. Whether visiting the battlefields of Europe, researching
the history of the war, or sitting in an armchair at home, readers will find Pellissier a reliable and personable
guide.

The greatnephew of Robert Pellissier and a minister by profession,
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From reader reviews:

Denise Niemi:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this A Good Idea of Hell: Letters from a Chasseur à Pied (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series).

Macie Tiffany:

The publication with title A Good Idea of Hell: Letters from a Chasseur à Pied (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Georgia Cunningham:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. A Good Idea of Hell: Letters from a Chasseur à Pied (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University
Military History Series) can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Rachel Morris:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book A Good Idea of Hell: Letters from a Chasseur à Pied (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life at this book A Good Idea of Hell: Letters from a Chasseur à Pied (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series). You can more attractive than now.
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