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Charles Babbage, "the grandfather of the modern computer," did not live to see even one of his calculating
machines at work. A dazzling genius with vision extending far beyond the limitations of the Victorian age,
Babbage successfully calculated a table of logarithms during his years at Cambridge University, allowing
mathematical calculations to be executed with extreme precision. Only the possibility of human error
prevented complete accuracy, and Babbage understood that the only way to attain perfection is to leave the
human mind entirely out of the equation. He devoted most of his life and spent most of his private fortune
and government stipend trying to improve his difference engines and analytical engines.
Bruce Collier and James MacLachlan chronicle Babbage's education and scientific career, his remarkably
active social life and long string of personal tragedies, his forays into philosophy and economics, his
successes and failures, and the biggest disappointment of his life-- his ingenious inventions were centuries
ahead of the primitive capabilities of Victorian technology.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Townsend:

In other case, little persons like to read book Charles Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection (Oxford
Portraits in Science). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Charles Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection (Oxford Portraits in
Science). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Irene Parker:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Charles Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection
(Oxford Portraits in Science) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Charles Babbage: And the Engines of
Perfection (Oxford Portraits in Science) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book Charles Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection (Oxford Portraits in Science).
You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cynthia Bryant:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Charles
Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection (Oxford Portraits in Science) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Charles Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection
(Oxford Portraits in Science)is one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Nancy Kidder:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach



children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Charles Babbage: And the Engines of Perfection (Oxford Portraits in Science).
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