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Anne Tyler's novels strike a deep chord of responsiveness in her readers because her novels bring to life
contemporary characters to whom we can instantly relate and in whose experiences we can see mirrored our
own. Tyler's novels deal with the human experience: relationships between marital partners, between parents
and children…between siblings; the meaning of love; the nature of identity; impermanence and change; and
loss and continuity. In Anne Tyler novels, life is a complexity whose texture is built out of multiple layers. In
this insightful study, Paul Bail shows us how Tyler constructs the complex reality of life through character,
narrative point of view, theme, and literary devices. With the exception of Tyler's earliest two novels, which
she prefers to forget, a chapter is devoted to each of the other novels she has written. Among the twelve are
her unforgettable novels of family relationships and love…loss and renewal, such as Dinner at the Homesick
Restaurant, The Accidental Tourist, and Breathing Lessons. Also included is an analysis of Tyler's most
recent novel, A Patchwork Planet.

Following a biographical chapter that relates Tyler's life to her work, Bail discusses the novels within the
literary tradition of Southern regional literature, women's literature, and popular culture. He also explores the
influence of religion on her writing. Each novel is discussed in an individual chapter that includes sections
on plot, characters, themes, literary devices, historical setting, and point of view. Bail also offers an alternate
critical approach from which to read the novel, such as feminist or multicultural criticism. This study is ideal
for students and readers of Anne Tyler and will enrich the reading and appreciation of her novels.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Diaz:

This book untitled Anne Tyler: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Julia Faulkner:

The book Anne Tyler: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Audrey Mack:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Anne Tyler: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions
to Popular Contemporary Writers) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Anne Tyler: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) has many kinds
or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Dianne Haire:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Anne Tyler: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers).
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