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Who was Elizabeth Tuttle?
 
In most histories, she is a footnote, a blip. At best, she is a minor villain in the story of Jonathan Edwards,
perhaps the greatest American theologian of the colonial era. Many historians consider Jonathan Edwards a
theological genius, wildly ahead of his time, a Puritan hero. Elizabeth Tuttle was Edwards’s “crazy
grandmother,” the one whose madness and adultery drove his despairing grandfather to divorce.
 
In this compelling and meticulously researched work of micro-history, Ava Chamberlain unearths a fuller
history of Elizabeth Tuttle. It is a violent and tragic story in which anxious patriarchs struggle to govern their
households, unruly women disobey their husbands, mental illness tears families apart, and loved ones die
sudden deaths. Through the lens of Elizabeth Tuttle, Chamberlain re-examines the common narrative of
Jonathan Edwards’s ancestry, giving his long-ignored paternal grandmother a voice. Tracing this story into
the 19th century, she creates a new way of looking at both ordinary families of colonial New England and
how Jonathan Edwards’s family has been remembered by his descendants,contemporary historians, and,
significantly, eugenicists. For as Chamberlain uncovers, it was during the eugenics movement, which
employed the Edwards family as an ideal, that the crazy grandmother story took shape.
 
The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle not only brings to light the tragic story of an ordinary woman living in early
New England, it also explores the deeper tension between the ideal of Puritan family life and its messy
reality, complicating the way America has thought about its Puritan past.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the
Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American Religions) as your daily resource information.

Steven Anderson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Notorious
Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American
Religions) suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards
(North American Religions)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Wendy Clark:

Beside that The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan
Edwards (North American Religions) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North
American Religions) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Jessica Bowman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Notorious Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder,
and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American Religions) or maybe others sources were



given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Notorious
Elizabeth Tuttle: Marriage, Murder, and Madness in the Family of Jonathan Edwards (North American
Religions) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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