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There exists an undeniable chasm between the capacities of humans and those of animals. Our minds have
spawned civilizations and technologies that have changed the face of the Earth, whereas even our closest
animal relatives sit unobtrusively in their dwindling habitats. Yet despite longstanding debates, the nature of
this apparent gap has remained unclear. What exactly is the difference between our minds and theirs?

In The Gap, psychologist Thomas Suddendorf provides a definitive account of the mental qualities that
separate humans from other animals, as well as how these differences arose. Drawing on two decades of
research on apes, children, and human evolution, he surveys the abilities most often cited as uniquely
human—language, intelligence, morality, culture, theory of mind, and mental time travel—and finds that two
traits account for most of the ways in which our minds appear so distinct: Namely, our open-ended ability to
imagine and reflect on scenarios, and our insatiable drive to link our minds together. These two traits explain
how our species was able to amplify qualities that we inherited in parallel with our animal counterparts;
transforming animal communication into language, memory into mental time travel, sociality into mind
reading, problem solving into abstract reasoning, traditions into culture, and empathy into morality.

Suddendorf concludes with the provocative suggestion that our unrivalled status may be our own
creation—and that the gap is growing wider not so much because we are becoming smarter but because we
are killing off our closest intelligent animal relatives.

Weaving together the latest findings in animal behavior, child development, anthropology, psychology, and
neuroscience, this book will change the way we think about our place in nature. A major argument for
reconsidering what makes us human, The Gap is essential reading for anyone interested in our evolutionary
origins and our relationship with the rest of the animal kingdom.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals.
Try to face the book The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals as your close friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Harry Oliver:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other
Animals is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Edward Emory:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Richard Strohm:

The book with title The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals has lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you



want.
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