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Through films that alternate between containment, order, and symmetry on the one hand, and obsession,
explosiveness, and a lack of control on the other, Chantal Akerman has gained a reputation as one of the
most significant filmmakers working today. Her 1975 film Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai du Commerce, 1080
Bruxelles is widely regarded as the most important feminist film of that decade. In Nothing Happens, Ivone
Margulies presents the first comprehensive study of this influential avant-garde Belgian filmmaker.
Margulies grounds her critical analysis in detailed discussions of Akerman’s work—from Saute ma ville, a
13-minute black-and-white film made in 1968, through Jeanne Dielman and Je tu il elle to the present.
Focusing on the real-time representation of a woman’s everyday experience in Jeanne Dielman, Margulies
brings the history of social and progressive realism and the filmmaker’s work into perspective. Pursuing two
different but related lines of inquiry, she investigates an interest in the everyday that stretches from postwar
neorealist cinema to the feminist rewriting of women’s history in the seventies. She then shows how
Akerman’s “corporeal cinema” is informed by both American experiments with performance and duration
and the layerings present in works by European modernists Bresson, Rohmer, and Dreyer. This analysis
revises the tired opposition between realism and modernism in the cinema, defines Akerman’s minimal-
hyperrealist aesthetics in contrast to Godard’s anti-illusionism, and reveals the inadequacies of popular
characterizations of Akerman’s films as either simply modernist or feminist.
An essential book for students of Chantal Akerman’s work, Nothing Happens will also interest international
film critics and scholars, filmmakers, art historians, and all readers concerned with feminist film theory.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Lyons:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday book is readable by
means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Nothing
Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday content conveys the thought easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Cassandra Rosas:

This book untitled Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher
of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Chuck Bryson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Nothing
Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday as good book not just by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sharon Wilson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist
Everyday can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday.
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