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Lucia Ruprecht's study is the first monograph in English to analyse the relationship between nineteenth-
century German literature and theatrical dance. Combining cultural history with close readings of major texts
by Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A. Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine, the author brings to light little-known German
resources on dance to address the theoretical implications of examining the interdiscursive and intermedial
relations between the three authors' literary works, aesthetic reflections on dance, and dance of the period. In
doing so, she not only shows how dancing and writing relate to one another but reveals the characteristics
that make each mode of expression distinct unto itself. Readings engage with literary modes of
understanding physical movement that are neglected under the regime of eighteenth-century aesthetic theory,
and of classical ballet, setting the human, frail and expressive body against the smoothly idealised
neoclassicist ideal. Particularly important is the way juxtaposing texts and performance practice allows for
the emergence of meta-discourses about trauma and repetition and their impact on aesthetics and
formulations of the self and the human body. Related to this is the author's concept of performative exercises
or dances of the self which constitute a decisive force within the formation of subjectivity that is enacted in
the literary texts. Joining performance studies with psychoanalytical theory, this book opens up new
pathways for understanding Western theatrical dance's theoretical, historical and literary continuum.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

This Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A. Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A.
Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A.
Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Dances of the Self in
Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A. Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Roger Dupre:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one
of several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A. Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine, it is possible to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a reserve.

Marylou Arroyo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A. Hoffmann and Heinrich
Heine why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Victor McDowell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A.



Hoffmann and Heinrich Heine or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Dances of the Self in Heinrich von Kleist, E.T.A. Hoffmann and Heinrich
Heine to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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