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Why did almost one thousand highly educated "student soldiers" volunteer to serve in Japan's tokkotai
(kamikaze) operations near the end of World War II, even though Japan was losing the war? In this
fascinating study of the role of symbolism and aesthetics in totalitarian ideology, Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney
shows how the state manipulated the time-honored Japanese symbol of the cherry blossom to convince
people that it was their honor to "die like beautiful falling cherry petals" for the emperor.

Drawing on diaries never before published in English, Ohnuki-Tierney describes these young men's agonies
and even defiance against the imperial ideology. Passionately devoted to cosmopolitan intellectual traditions,
the pilots saw the cherry blossom not in militaristic terms, but as a symbol of the painful beauty and
unresolved ambiguities of their tragically brief lives. Using Japan as an example, the author breaks new
ground in the understanding of symbolic communication, nationalism, and totalitarian ideologies and their
execution.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Elliott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms,
and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Diane Russel:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in
Japanese History book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer of Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of
Aesthetics in Japanese History content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Charles Montiel:

The experience that you get from Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of
Aesthetics in Japanese History could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words
the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Kamikaze,
Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Kamikaze,
Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History instantly.

Burton Zinn:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Kamikaze, Cherry
Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Kamikaze, Cherry
Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese Historyis the main one of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you



read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this book.
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