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Only by understanding Central and Eastern Europe's turbulent history during the first half of the twentieth
century can we hope to make sense of the conflicts and crises that have followed World War II and, after
that, the collapse of Soviet-controlled state socialism. Ivan Berend looks closely at the fateful decades
preceding World War II and at twelve countries whose absence from the roster of major players was enough
in itself, he says, to precipitate much of the turmoil.

As waves of modernization swept over Europe, the less developed countries on the periphery tried with little
or no success to imitate Western capitalism and liberalism. Instead they remained, as Berend shows, rural,
agrarian societies notable for the tenacious survival of feudal and aristocratic institutions. In that context of
frustration and disappointment, rebellion was inevitable. Berend leads the reader skillfully through the maze
of social, cultural, economic, and political changes in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland,
Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Austria, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and the Soviet Union, showing how every
path ended in dictatorship and despotism by the start of World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before
World War II. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before World War II. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's read.

James Smith:

The book Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before World War II can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before World War II? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe
before World War II has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ella Oxley:

The book Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before World War II has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Millard Lopez:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before World War II will give you new experience
in looking at a book.
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