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Widely acclaimed for her powerful explorations of race, womanhood, spirituality, and mortality, poet Lucille
Clifton has published thirteen volumes of poems since 1969 and has received numerous accolades for her
work, including the 2000 National Book Award for Blessing the Boats. Her verse is featured in almost every
anthology of contemporary poetry, and her readings draw large and enthusiastic audiences. Although
Clifton's poetry is a pleasure to read, it is neither as simple nor as blithely celebratory as readers sometimes
assume. The bursts of joy found in her polished, elegant lines are frequently set against a backdrop of regret
and sorrow. Alternately consoling, stimulating, and emotionally devastating, Clifton's poems are
unforgettable. In Wild Blessings, Hilary Holladay offers the first full-length study of Clifton's poetry,
drawing on a broad knowledge of the American poetic tradition and African American poetry in particular.
Holladay places Clifton's poems in multiple contexts -- personal, political, and literary -- as she explicates
major themes and analyzes specific works: Clifton's poems about womanhood, a central concern throughout
her career; her fertility poems, which are provocatively compared with Sylvia Plath's poems on the same
subject; her relation to the Black Arts Movement and to other black female poets, such as Gwendolyn
Brooks and Sonia Sanchez; her biblical poems; her elegies; and her poignant family history, Generations, an
extended prose poem. In addition to a new preface written after Clifton's death in 2010, this updated edition
includes an epilogue that discusses the poetry collections she published after 2004.

Readers encountering Lucille Clifton's poems for the first time and those long familiar with her distinctive
voice will benefit from Hilary Holladay's striking insights and her illuminating interview with the influential
American poet.
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From reader reviews:

Claudine Currie:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Wild Blessings: The Poetry
of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Leslie Woodson:

The book untitled Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have
a nice learn.

Doris Snell:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton
(Southern Literary Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Mary Ransom:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton
(Southern Literary Studies) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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