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The slave Phillis Wheatley literally wrote her way to freedom when, in 1773, she became the first person of
African descent to publish a book of poems in the English language. The toast of London, lauded by
Europeans as diverse as Voltaire and Gibbon, Wheatley was for a time the most famous black woman in the
West. Though Benjamin Franklin received her and George Washington thanked her for poems she dedicated
to him, Thomas Jefferson refused to acknowledge her gifts. "Religion, indeed, has produced a Phillis
Wheatley," he wrote, "but it could not produce a poet." In other words, slaves have misery in their lives, and
they have souls, but they lack the intellectual and aesthetic endowments required to create literature.In this
book based on his 2002 Jefferson Lecture in the Humanities at the Library of Congress, Henry Louis Gates,
Jr., explores the pivotal roles that Wheatley and Jefferson have played in shaping the black literary tradition.
He brings to life the characters and debates that fermented around Wheatley in her day and illustrates the
peculiar history that resulted in Thomas Jefferson's being lauded as a father of the black freedom struggle
and Phillis Wheatley's vilification as something of an Uncle Tom. It is a story told with all the lyricism and
critical skill that have placed Gates at the forefront of American letters.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Scruggs:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's
First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers will make you to become smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Carolyn Lutz:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers.

Mark McKinney:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First
Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers was bright colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her
Encounters with the Founding Fathers has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading in which.

Alyson Ward:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Trials of Phillis Wheatley: America's First
Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers to make your reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Trials of Phillis
Wheatley: America's First Black Poet and Her Encounters with the Founding Fathers can to be your friend



when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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