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American servicemen and -women are currently stationed in more than 140 countries from Central America
to Western Europe to the Middle East, often living and working on military bases that not only dominate
foreign territories but also re-create familiar space that “feels like home”—gated communities filled with
rambling subdivisions, franchised restaurants, and lush golf courses.

 

In America Town, Mark Gillem reveals modern military outposts as key symbols of not just American power
but also consumer consumption. Through case studies of several U.S. military facilities—including Aviano
Air Base in Italy, Osan and Kunsan Air Bases in South Korea, and Kadena Air Base in Japan—Gillem
exposes these military installations as exports of the American Dream, as suburban culture replicated in the
form of vast green lawns, three-car garages, and big-box stores. With passion and eloquence he questions the
impact of this practice on the rest of the world, exposing the arrogance of U.S. consumption of foreign land.

 

Gillem contends that current U.S. military policy for its overseas troops practices avoidance—relocating
military bases to isolated but well-appointed compounds designed to prevent contact with the residents. He
probes the policy directives behind base building that reproduce widely spaced, abundantly paved, and
extensively manicured American suburbs, regardless of the host nation’s terrain and culture or the impact on
local communities living under empire’s wings.

 

Throughout America Town, Gillem demonstrates how the excesses of American culture are strikingly
evident in the way that the U.S. military builds its outposts. The defense of the United States, he concludes,
has led to the massive imposition of tract homes and strip malls on the world—creating mini-Americas that
inhibit cultural understanding between U.S. troops and our allies abroad.

 

Mark L. Gillem is assistant professor of architecture and landscape architecture at the University of Oregon.
He is also a licensed architect, a certified planner, and a former active-duty U.S. Air Force officer.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

The knowledge that you get from America Town: Building the Outposts of Empire will be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but America Town: Building the Outposts of Empire
giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific America Town:
Building the Outposts of Empire instantly.

Eric Johnson:

Often the book America Town: Building the Outposts of Empire will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book America Town: Building the Outposts of Empire is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Henry Vance:

The book America Town: Building the Outposts of Empire has a lot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Rick Fountain:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This America Town: Building the Outposts
of Empire is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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